
EXPLOITED: 
SEX TRAFFICKING, PORN CULTURE, AND THE CALL TO A LIFESTYLE OF JUSTICE

by Noel J. Bouché



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This white paper would not exist but for the research, insight, passion, intelligence, and faith of our first class of p.u.r.e.JUSTICE 
interns: Emily Kraft, Junia Howell, and Craig Welkener. Their hunger and thirst for justice and righteousness permeates these pages 
and has left an indelible mark on our organization, as it will on many of their generation.

" THOSE WHO HAVE INSIGHT WILL SHINE BRIGHTLY LIKE  
 THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE EXPANSE OF HEAVEN, AND  
 THOSE WHO LEAD THE MANY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS,  
 LIKE THE STARS FOREVER AND EVER."   DANIEL 12:3

2



INTRODUCTION " IF YOU SEE THE POOR OPPRESSED IN A DISTRICT, AND  
 JUSTICE AND RIGHTS DENIED, DO NOT BE SURPRISED  
 AT SUCH THINGS..."   ECCLESIASTES 5:8

As you read this, there are at least 12 million men, women, and children worldwide toiling in some form of slavery;1 some experts 
believe as many as 27 million may be living as slaves.2 Of that multitude, almost 1.4 million are repeatedly sold and raped in a violent 
and dehumanizing global sex industry.3 According to the United Nations, 2 million children alone are prostituted in the commercial 
sex trade.4 

The magnitude of the numbers cited above is eclipsed only by the magnitude of the injustice. It is shocking, and appropriately elicits 
moral outrage.

But should it shock us that such a reality exists? Should we be surprised? Like eighteenth-century British aristocrats who wept when 
confronted with the stench and suffering of the slave ships from which they profited, is it possible that attitudes and behavior in 
our modern consumer society fertilize the cultural soil in which the seeds of injustice germinate? And if so, how ought we to strive 
individually to alter those attitudes and behaviors?

This white paper proposes answers to those questions as they relate to the issue of the global sex industry by shining a light upon 
the injustice of sex trafficking and the culture of sexual objectification that underlies it. Once the nature and scope of the sexual 
commodification of human beings is understood, it is possible to assess the impact of this reality on our individual and collective  
lives and to respond with conviction and efficacy. It is the thesis of this paper, and the central message of the p.u.r.e.JUSTICE 
initiative, that the necessary and primary response to the massive sexual exploitation existing today is a justice lifestyle centered 
upon personal sexual integrity and communal accountability.

Want to be informed and take action? Read on. But prepare first to peer into the blackness of commercial sexual exploitation.  
Be revolted. Be undone. Then commit to making a difference through prayer, understanding, resolve, and engagement.
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SEX SLAVERY: HERE, NOW...REALLY
" WHAT MOST AMERICANS DO NOT RECOGNIZE IS THAT  
 CHILD TRAFFICKING IS A MAJOR PROBLEM ON MAIN  
 STREET USA."   ERNIE ALLEN 5 

Imagine yourself enslaved. Not in an ancient civilization, not in the 18th century trans-Atlantic slave trade—imagine yourself 
enslaved today. You may actually be in chains, but there’s a good chance you’re not; in fact, you’re probably controlled through a 
combination of fraud and psychological coercion. You may be told that you or your family will be killed if you try to escape or refuse  
to cooperate. You will definitely be told that you will have sex with up to 20 strangers every day. You will be shown pornography to 
train you how to behave, and you may well be forced to perform in pornography yourself.6 

Now imagine waking up—not from a bad dream, but to another 20 “customers.”  This is sex trafficking.7 

DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS
“Sex trafficking” is defined by U.S. federal law as “the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining 

of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.”8 It is nothing less than slavery.9 It is a crime of sexual 
exploitation,10 and it feeds the global sex industry that has rapidly expanded over the past several decades.11 This 
industry is vast and loosely connected, but the specific forms of exploitative activity from which it generates 
enormous profits are the prostitution of women and children and the filming of those acts of prostitution—i.e., 
pornography.12 

This modern form of involuntary servitude involves the use of force,  
fraud, or coercion to compel a person to perform a commercial sex act— 
a sex act for which anything of value is exchanged.13 And while many women 
and children throughout the world are indeed kept in literal chains when not 
“servicing” their “customers” in brothels or on street corners, it is the use of 
coercion—intentionally causing the victim to believe that failure to perform 

a sex act would result in harm to themselves or others14 —that is more prevalent. From 
Bangkok brothels to Kansas communities, vulnerable women and children are taken advantage 
of by traffickers skilled in emotionally and psychologically manipulating their victims.

Yes, you read that correctly. Kansas.15 

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
 
No country is immune from sex trafficking, and the United States has a significant trafficking problem that potentially extends into 
every state and county.16 As the police, social workers, and residents of Wichita, Kansas discovered in 2009, women and children 
everywhere—even in the heart of America’s heartland—are being exploited.17 

A wide range of estimates exists as to the actual number of sex trafficking victims. According to the International Labor Organization 
(“ILO”), roughly 1.4 million people are trapped in commercial sexual servitude globally;18  the United States Department of State 
reports that between 14,000 and 17,000 individuals are trafficked annually (for commercial sex or forced labor) into the U.S. from 
other nations.19 

Most disturbing is the fact that somewhere between 100,000 and 300,000 youths are trafficked and sexually exploited  
for profit within the United States every year.20  From Sin City to Cincinnati, American women and children are being 
victimized in increasing numbers and frequency.21 4

  While the public’s  
 awareness of sex  
 trafficking as an  
 international  
 problem has  
 grown over the  
 past decades, its  
 existence in the  
 U.S. still comes as  
 a surprise to many. 

Photo by Kay Chernush for 
the U.S. State Department.



DIVERSITY TRAINING 
While the public’s awareness of sex trafficking as an international problem has grown over the past decades, its existence in the 
U.S. still comes as a surprise to many. This is, in part, due to a belief that trafficking is uniform in manifestation and prevalent only 
in places with entrenched and notorious sex industries, such as Bangkok, Manila, or Amsterdam. The reality, however, is that sex 
trafficking is polymorphous; just as slavery has taken different forms throughout the ages, sex traffickers today utilize diverse tactics 
and exploit victims’ varying vulnerabilities depending on the scene of the crime, as it were.

The use of force, fraud, or coercion is common to most instances of sex trafficking; a typical case may well involve the employment of 
all three to acquire and retain control over the victim. For example, fraudulent offers of employment or other promises of money and 
fame are frequently used to lure women and girls away from their homes and families, at which point they may be subjected to rape, 
beatings, and confinement, known as the “seasoning process,” to break their will and condition them to accept their new existence.22   
And whether in combination with actual force or not, most victims will experience some type of psychological intimidation intended 
to induce their acquiescence to being violated in the belief that a failure to do so would result in even greater suffering.23 

A victim’s vulnerability is generally a result of factors such as poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, discrimination, corruption, previous 
sexual abuse, and unstable family lives. What makes trafficking look so different across the globe are the unique social, political, 
economic, cultural, and religious attributes of the communities where those vulnerabilities are shaped.

For example, in his book Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy, Kevin Bales outlines the root causes of the suffering 
of hundreds of thousands of trafficked girls in Thailand: grinding poverty that forces parents to view their children as commodities; 
social acceptance of commercial sex; rapid industrialization that has generated enough economic growth that increasing numbers 
of men can now afford to buy sex; rampant political corruption; and Thai Buddhist teachings that sanction prostitution and hold 
out women as impure and inferior to men.24 And so, the flood of trafficking victims increases, notwithstanding the fact that 
comprehensive (though unenforced) anti-trafficking laws are on the books in Thailand.25 

In Eastern Europe, the environment is different, though the result is the same: masses of exploited women and girls. As Victor 
Malarek explains in The Natashas: Inside the New Global Sex Trade, waves of women from former Soviet republics like Ukraine, 
Belarus, and Russia are taken—forcefully or fraudulently—out of extreme poverty, corrupt communities, and fractured families and 
transported across Europe and the world to brothels, street corners, and private residences.26 They are viciously controlled by pimps 
and organized crime groups that do not think twice about beating or even killing these individuals.27 

In the United States, the victims (at least those who are U.S. citizens) generally are not being taken from garbage-filled slums into 
brothels operating in the open (parts of Nevada notwithstanding),28  but sex trafficking increases nonetheless.29 Runaways, the urban 
poor, and suburban kids alike are exploited.30 Massage parlors and spas serve as fronts for brothels holding trafficked women, and 
online services like Craigslist and MySpace are utilized by traffickers to advertise their products.31 

DEMANDING SUPPLY 
Yes, even in the U.S. this evil is increasing and destroying lives, despite a proliferation of federal and state anti-trafficking laws, 
awareness campaigns, law enforcement training programs, activism, growing media coverage, and even Hollywood films on 
the subject. Why are traffickers growing bolder and richer?  Why are the numbers of victims ever increasing? Who is ultimately 
responsible? The answer is “us,” not “them.”32 

According to the State Department, a “voracious demand” fuels the gruesome trade in human flesh; indeed, the global demand for 
commercial sex appears to be insatiable.33 The multi-billion dollar global sex industry has exploded since the advent of the Internet 
and continues to grow; business is booming for traffickers and pimps because access to the industry’s “wares” is now just a click 
away.34 

Such vast profits cannot be realized from the prostituting of innocents in brothels, massage parlors, on street corners or websites 
unless massive numbers of male consumers have been conditioned to view women as objects to be purchased and used. And nothing 
is doing more to condition men and boys to view women as objects (or to condition women and girls to view themselves as objects) 
than the avalanche of pornography that is driving the demand for sex trafficking35 and threatens, cheapens, and exploits us all in the 
21st Century.
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PORNE + GRAPHIEN = EXPLOITATION
" IN MATERIAL REALITY, PORNOGRAPHY IS ONE WAY  
 WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE TRAFFICKED FOR SEX."
      CATHARINE MACKINNON36 
 

Pornography has long bedeviled those who, with the intent of regulating or eliminating it, attempt to define what is pornographic 
and what it is not.37 Lawyers, doctors, professors, journalists, clergy—all have historically failed to land on a workable definition of 
“pornography,” generally concluding their attempts in exasperation accompanied by a collective muttering of U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Potter Stewart’s well-known and less-than-helpful proclamation: “I know it when I see it.”38   

The concern of this paper, however, is not to enunciate a new rule for determining which cultural artifacts 
constitute “pornography” and which do not; the question of whether nude images always amount 
to pornography is of no moment. Rather, the task at hand is an inquiry into why and how hardcore 
pornography is fueling the demand for sex trafficking. Accomplishing that task requires an examination  
of the essence of pornography and the realities involved in its production.

PROSTITUTION ON PAPER (OR SCREEN)
The English word “pornography” is derived from the Greek term “pornographos,” which means “writings about prostitutes.”39  The 
historical and etymological essence of pornography is the graphic depiction of acts of prostitution. Literally, then, pornography is not 
about “sex” in the broad sense; rather, it is about a specific type of sex—to wit, a commercial sex act that is illegal throughout most 

of the world.

It is important to note that pornography “depicts” acts of prostitution on two levels. First, 
the fictional scenes “acted out” for the camera might portray consensual, non-commercial 
sexual liaisons, but  generally the featured acts are those typical of a man (or men) having 
sex with a prostituted woman. This is illustrated most clearly by the pornography industry’s 
term for the climax, as it were, of a pornographic “plot”; the “money shot” is nothing 
more than the man (or men) achieving orgasm, at which point the characters’ relationship 

concludes. It is in this way that pornography serves as advertising for prostitution; men are conditioned to view women as prostitutes 
and develop a taste for prostitution.40 Indeed, the common slang term for pornography is instructive. “Porn” is derived from the Greek 
porne, meaning “prostitutes.” When society demands more “porn,” it is literally demanding more prostituted women.

Second, pornography is capturing on film an actual commercial sex act—a sex act between the performers on account of which they 
are paid.41 Most jurisdictions do, and any reasonable person must, call that what it is—prostitution.42 As retired FBI agent Roger 
Young put it, “What happened to common sense? The fact that there is a camera filming the prostitution doesn’t change the fact  
of the prostitution.”43 

EVIL EMPIRE
To truly understand just how closely related pornography is to sex trafficking and prostitution, it is necessary to look inside the dark 
and shadowy world that is the multi-billion dollar porn industry. To do so is to understand the paradox of pornography: the ugliness 
and repulsiveness of the inner-workings of a business built on arousal.

The pornography industry is concentrated in the San Fernando Valley north of Los Angeles.44 While the industry’s profits are 
enormous—estimates range from $6 billion45  to over $12 billion46  every year—the number of performers (who generally 
are paid a pittance) is relatively small (around 500 at any given time) and the number of production companies (who pocket  
most of the $6-$12 billion) far smaller yet.47  
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Despite the attempts (and unfortunate success) of both the industry and the mainstream media to glamorize porn and the lives of 
“porn stars,” the actual experience of a woman in the pornography industry is grim. The typical performer is in her late teens or  
early twenties,48  was likely sexually abused as a child, is probably addicted to drugs, transient, and economically desperate.49 
In all likelihood, she first entered the industry while still a child.50 

While her background is fraught with abuse and hardship, the typical performer is abused further in the process of making 
pornography. Not only is she subjected to punishing sexual acts with a continuous stream of strangers,51 she must deal with 
grueling schedules, unsanitary conditions, low pay, and terrible health risks.52 

On average, her hellish stint as a “porn star” will last all of 18 months, after which she is left broke, broken, and bereft of  
her dignity.53 

PORN TRAFFICKING
After even just a brief glimpse into the sordid world of pornography production, one cannot help but believe that porn may be  
more closely linked to trafficking than simply driving demand for prostituted women in brothels and massage parlors. Many experts  
would agree.

Again, sex trafficking is defined as “the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a 
commercial sex act.”54  This definition would seem to describe precisely the workaday world of porn producers. The more disturbing 
inquiry is whether “severe” forms of sex trafficking—defined by U.S. law as the use of force, fraud, or coercion to compel the sex act, 
or where the person performing the sex act is under 18—are prevalent in the production of pornography. The answer, according to 
some, is “yes.”

Over the decades, research into the inner-workings of the industry has turned up evidence of the employment of psychological 
coercion and sometimes physical force to compel performance.55 Testimony to that end does not appear to be infrequent. As Shelley 
Lubben, a former pornography performer, has publicly testified: “Women are lured in, coerced and forced to do sex acts they never 
agreed to do…[and given] drugs and alcohol to help [them] get through hardcore scenes…. The porn industry is modern-day 
slavery.”56 

Pornography itself, it would seem, must come in for criticism from and opposition by those who would oppose the injustice of sex 
trafficking. The false distinctions between pornography, prostitution, and sex trafficking are becoming increasingly untenable, even  
as the presence of porn becomes increasingly inescapable.
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PORN IN THE U.S.A. (AND BEYOND)
" THE ALL-PORNOGRAPHY, ALL-THE-TIME MENTALITY IS 
  EVERYWHERE IN TODAY'S PORNIFIED CULTURE--NOT  
 JUST IN CYBERSEX AND PLAYBOY MAGAZINE." PAMELA PAUL57 

Pornography does not fuel the global sex trade by its mere existence. It drives demand by creeping into the mainstream of a society, 
and thus into every community, every home, every family, and every life. Pornography in the digital age is a multi-billion dollar industry 
because it is everywhere, all the time, due in large part to the advent of the Internet.

DIGITALLY REMASTERED
The 1990s saw the intersection of two historical events that, together, led to an explosion of production and distribution of porn.   
The first event was a decision by the United States Department of Justice to decrease dramatically its emphasis on prosecuting  
porn producers and distributers under existing obscenity laws.58 A previously active obscenity task force virtually vanished, and 
porn production exploded.59 

The second event was the rise of the World Wide Web. It has been said that porn was made for the Internet.60 What was once 
accessible only in seedy, back-alley bookstores and theaters is now available instantly in every home, school, and workplace;  
indeed, it is available in public areas and even behind the steering wheel via most mobile phones.61 

It is this accessibility, together with the relative affordability and anonymity provided by the Internet, which has led not only to more 
pornography, but more explicit, degrading, and violent pornography. “Pornography” today is not a Playboy magazine;62 it is crying 
women and children being violated multiple times.63 Child pornography has increased exponentially since the mid-90s.64 Digital 
cameras and Internet connectivity have made it possible for disturbingly large and profitable child porn rings to form, and file-sharing 
among users is accomplished instantly, with no geographic boundaries to overcome.65 

This evermore violent and degrading fare is consumed by ever-growing numbers of 
people. Seventy percent of all American men aged 18-34 view online pornography at 
least once a month.66 One out of six women struggle with addiction to pornography.67 
And 35% of boys aged 13-14 report viewing Internet porn “too many times to count.”68 

 

PORN CULTURE
In a sexualized society, where porn is ubiquitous, everybody suffers to one degree or another from the dehumanizing 

effects of commercialized sex and objectified human beings. And, if it need be pointed out, that ubiquity is not solely a 
reference to the presence of online porn. Language and images of the porn industry are everywhere we turn: memoirs 
of porn performers line bookstore shelves; cable television shows regularly feature porn industry “icons” and ideas; 
Hollywood increasingly churns out porn-themed theatrical releases; and clothing retailers employ pornographic 
images and lingo in the counterintuitive (but, sadly, successful) marketing strategy of persuading people to buy their 
apparel by depicting people not wearing their apparel.69 

This normalization of pornography and the resulting cultural tolerance produces devastating results even before one 
comes to the discussion of the actual trafficking of persons for sex. Financially, businesses are spending millions of dollars 

defending lawsuits and losing millions more in workforce productivity due to porn in the workplace.70 Socially, marriages are 
being destroyed and families sundered by porn.71 And an entire generation is growing up viewing and acting out the cyberporn 
that surrounds them.72 Society used to prepare its young for responsible adulthood—now it trains them to grow into 
harlots and johns.73 
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EXPLOITED, EVERYONE
Everyone is a target of the global sex industry’s exploitative practices. Even if we are not potential commodities in this sordid trade, 
we are potential consumers, as are our friends, our coworkers, our neighbors, and our families. And as consumers in this context, we 
not only participate in the continued exploitation of women and children caught in prostitution or pornography (whether technically 
“trafficked” or not)—we are exploited ourselves. We are stripped of our money, our emotional and relational health, and our spiritual 
wholeness by “pimps” and “traffickers” employing every available tactic to ensnare us in a web of seduction and despair.74	  

The perversion and injustice of commercial sex—be it in the form of sex trafficking, street prostitution, stripping, and/or 
pornography—is most apparent when its nature is juxtaposed with the view of sex and sexuality enshrined in classic Christian sexual 
ethics. No platitudes or slogans rooted in the values of a sexualized, self-gratifying, consumption-driven culture provide adequate 
contrast to decisively denounce this exploitation, but the teachings of the Bible clearly expose and condemn the vile character of 
culturally accepted commercial sex.

 Instead of viewing men and women as created in the image of God with dignity and inherent worth, a sexualized culture 
  views them as objects to be bought and sold for the pleasure of others.75 

 Instead of viewing the sexual relationship as a sacred and complex union of a man and a woman within the protective and 
  permanent boundaries of marriage, a sexualized culture views it as a brief, shallow, and selfishly motivated use of one person  
  whose body and interests are subordinated to the other.76 

 Instead of teaching men to respect women as fellow human beings who are equal in worth, a sexualized culture conditions 
  men to view women as sexual commodities.77 

 Instead of honoring and esteeming women, a sexualized culture devalues them and pressures them into presenting 
  themselves to men as sex objects.78 

 Instead of protecting the most vulnerable among us, a sexualized culture trains them to exploit others and to tolerate 
  their own exploitation.79 

 

THE CITY IN A SEWER
Yet, the community that, by confession, should be living out and advancing these countercultural values is itself wallowing in the  
mire of exploitative commercial sex. Research suggests 50% of Christian men in the U.S. view porn on a regular basis.80 Up to 10% 
of the total Christian population in the U.S. may suffer from sexual addiction.81 And in at least one study, 40% of pastors confessed 
to looking at pornography.82

And so, the injustice of commercial sexual exploitation is not resisted and opposed by the very community that should do so, pursuant 
to its profession of faith; worse, the injustice is actually consumed and thus perpetuated. This situation exists due to many factors—
apathy, indulgence, emotional brokenness, spiritual slovenliness, etc.  But perhaps the most important factor in the spread of injustice 
is the absence of an individual and collective pursuit of justice.
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A LIFESTYLE OF JUSTICE
" JUSTICE HAS NOT BEEN A WELL-TAUGHT SUBJECT FOR  
 MOST OF US.  UNTIL NOW, POSSIBLY."   GORDON MACDONALD83 
 

Purity. Integrity. Wholeness. Decency. These are a few of the words commonly employed in discussions regarding the nature of 
Christian sexual morality and proper sexual conduct. Perhaps, in a sexually exploitative global environment such as now exists,  
we must consider employing a new term (and, more importantly, the virtue it represents): justice.

JUSTICE IS...
An oft-used word that defies easy definition, “justice” represents many things to many people. A majority of us, possibly, view 
it primarily in the “law and order” sense—the proper administration of the rules of law or equity in a given jurisdiction through 
established legal mechanisms and procedures.

Certainly that is not an incorrect view, though it may be incomplete, and perhaps disastrously so. For viewing justice simply as the 
efficient operation of a legal system places the responsibility for administering it within the sole province of specialists, e.g. judges, 
lawyers, law enforcement, etc.  Such a limited view ignores a crucial element of the nature of justice, which is the principle or ideal 
of just dealing and right action.84  This aspect of justice makes it a concern of every person, all the time, and a pursuit from which no 
one may claim exemption. Only when every individual in a community shoulders the burden of maintaining justice can it be “social”  
in any true sense.

A GODLY VIRTUE
That the Christian community would ever lose sight of justice as a focus of its words and deeds is an odd thing, a tragic thing, and 
quite out of touch with sound doctrine. Indeed, the Lord “loves justice,”85 “leads the humble in justice,”86 and “executes justice for the 
orphan and the widow”;87 “righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne”88  and “the works of his hands are truth and 
justice.”89  “He will not be disheartened or crushed until He has established justice in the earth.”90 

Moreover, he demands justice from his people. We are to “do justice to the afflicted 
and destitute,”91 “to do good, seek justice, reprove the ruthless,”92 and to “let justice 
roll down like waters.”93  We are not to “disregard justice and the love of God,”94 but 
to “exercise” justice with joy.95 

We serve a God of justice, who calls us to be a people of justice.

RIGHT JUSTICE, JUST RIGHTEOUSNESS
A proper biblical understanding of justice recognizes that it is almost inseparable from righteousness; indeed, it is very difficult to 
establish the difference in meaning of the biblical terms mishpat (justice) and tsedakah (righteousness).96 Abraham Heschel has 
submitted that “justice is a mode of action, [while] righteousness is a quality of the person”; the two coincide in the life of the 
individual, righteousness being reflected in just actions.97 
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A concern for justice, therefore, is, as Augustine defined it, an act of love,98 and involves both mercy and compassion.99  Justice exists 
within interpersonal relationships.100  The pursuit and “doing” of justice demands an abnegation of self and a defiance of self-interest; 
in other words, the presence of justice is the existence of a relationship in which the gratification of “self” is subordinated to the 
legitimate interests, feelings, and desires of the other person.101 

Marvin Olasky has used the phrase “relational justice” to embody this truth,102  which seems to be especially accurate in the context 
of sexual conduct. Indeed, the notion of “sexual justice” is receiving growing examination by ethicists, and for good reason.103  Sexual 
activity, while designed to generate tremendous physical, emotional, and procreative pleasure, is also capable of producing terribly 
cruel and destructive effects in the individual, the family, and the community. And in an age when millions are sexually exploited for 
profit, and hundreds of millions more are targeted for desensitization for the sake of stimulating, so to speak, consumer activity, the 
need for a justice ethic that is broad and deep enough to inform our sexual thoughts, words, and deeds can no longer be ignored.

JUST LIVING
In light of the fact that, in the digital age, the injustice of sex trafficking and other forms of commercial sexual exploitation exist not 
only in every community but in every home, the Church especially must heed the call to embrace and live out the biblical mandate to 
seek and exercise justice.  And the justice that must be sought is not vague and periodic; it is tangible, relational, and constant. It is 
an everyday justice that is required.

This vocation to pursue justice, by its nature, is located in our immediate relationships and environments, and realized in day-
by-day decisions and choices.104  It is manifested in love for others and self-control, and zealously defends the boundaries that 
shield innocence and purity from exploitation. It guards the marriage covenant and encourages and empowers a spouse. It does 
not consume the images of exploitation, thereby dealing justly with the victim who is otherwise being serially abused through 
pornographic images. Through dialogue and instruction, it protects children and peers from the harms of the sex industry’s depraved 
products.  It is outspoken on behalf of the vulnerable and the oppressed. Most importantly, it is rooted in ceaseless prayer for justice, 
peace, and redemption.105 

Ultimately, a lifestyle of justice is a lifestyle of love. Therefore, in the words of John the Apostle, let us go forth and love  
“in deed and truth.”106 
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p.u.r.e.JUSTICE PRAY / UNDERSTAND / RESOLVE / ENGAGE

The vision of the p.u.r.e.JUSTICE initiative is a community of Christ-followers embracing this lifestyle of justice every day. The biblical 
foundation of this vision centers primarily on Isaiah 1:17 and James 1:27, which, taken together, call men and women of God to seek 
justice, protect the vulnerable, and keep themselves “unstained by the world.” The lifestyle itself is built upon four pillars: prayer, 
understanding, resolve, and engagement.

PRAYER " IS THIS NOT THE FAST WHICH I CHOOSE, TO LOOSEN THE BONDS OF WICKEDNESS, TO UNDO THE BANDS 
   OF THE YOKE, AND TO LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE AND BREAK EVERY YOKE?"   ISAIAH 58:6 
We must devote ourselves to prayer.107  We must pray that victims of sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation will be freed from 
their bondage and provided comfort, hope, and restoration. We must pray that their oppressors are prosecuted so that they may terrify no 
more. And we must pray that we and our loved ones be empowered to seek justice and protected from the snares of the unjust. 

UNDERSTANDING " EVIL MEN DO NOT UNDERSTAND JUSTICE, BUT THOSE WHO SEEK THE LORD UNDERSTAND 
   ALL THINGS."   PROVERBS 28:5
We are stirred with a sense of urgency to seek justice only when we are confronted with the reality of injustice. Therefore, we must 
do the hard work of investigating oppression and understanding it so that we may effectively oppose it. When we understand what 
sex trafficking is, where it happens, why it increases, and how the victims suffer, we are compelled to act. Knowledge of God’s justice, 
righteousness, and compassion for the oppressed enables us to persevere in our action and keeps us from despair.

RESOLVE " DO NOT INCLINE MY HEART TO ANY EVIL THING, TO PRACTICE DEEDS OF WICKEDNESS WITH MEN WHO 
   DO INIQUITY, AND DO NOT LET ME EAT OF THEIR DELICACIES."   PSALM 141:4
In a sexualized culture, we must resolve not to be consumers of or collaborators in exploitation. We cannot effectively or in good 
conscience oppose the injustice of trafficking, prostitution, and pornography if we are partaking of its poisonous fruit. Selfless love, 
not self-gratification, must define the words and deeds of the just; if not, hypocrisy will lead to ineffectiveness, derision, and demise. 
Moreover, to achieve success in this endeavor, we must engage with one another. This resolve can only be maintained and strengthened 
in community; trusted relationships that provide accountability and encouragement are required to continue faithfully down the rigorous 
and narrow path of personal integrity and moral excellence.

ENGAGEMENT " OPEN YOUR MOUTH FOR THE MUTE, FOR THE RIGHTS OF ALL THE UNFORTUNATE. OPEN YOUR MOUTH, 
   JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY, AND DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF THE AFFLICTED AND NEEDY."   PROVERBS 31:8-9
Only after we have been enlightened and strengthened through prayer, understanding, and resolve can we engage in effectual action to 
bring about justice for the victims of exploitation and abuse; but act we must. Day by day, moment by moment, we must engage in the 
business of doing justice within our interpersonal relationships. Some days, for some people, that may involve directly caring for victims 
of sex trafficking, prosecuting traffickers, or raising awareness (see the accompanying resource list for information to those ends); but 
most days, for most people, it will mean loving their spouse, protecting their children, respecting others, controlling their impulses, and 
guarding their steps.  This type of engagement in a justice lifestyle may not end up featured in investigative documentaries—but it can, 
and will, change the world.
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RESOURCES
The following list sets forth a few of the many excellent resources available from other individuals, organizations, and agencies on the 
issues of human trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation:

BOOKS
Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy, Kevin Bales (University of California Press, 1999)

The Slave Next Door: Human Trafficking and Slavery in America Today, Kevin Bales and Ron Soodalter 
(University of California Press, 2009)

Not For Sale: The Return of the Global Slave Trade—And How We Can Fight It, David Batstone, (Harper, 2007)

Global Woman: Nannies, Maids, and Sex Workers in the New Economy, Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild 
(Henry Holt, 2002)

Good News About Injustice: A Witness of Courage in a Hurting World, Gary Haugen (InterVarsity Press, 1999)

Terrify No More: Young Girls Held Captive and the Daring Undercover Operation to Win Their Freedom, Gary Haugen and 
Gregg Hunter (Thomas Nelson, 2005)

The Natashas: Inside the New Global Sex Trade, Victor Malarek (Arcade, 2003)

WEBSITES
Free the Slaves www.freetheslaves.net 

International Justice Mission www.ijm.org

Love146 www.love146.org 

Polaris Project www.polarisproject.org

Renewal Forum www.renewalforum.org 

The Salvation Army www.salvationarmyusa.org 

Shared Hope International www.sharedhope.org 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops www.usccb.org 

U.S. Department of State www.state.gov/g/tip 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking 

World Hope International www.worldhope.org 
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